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HSK 1-2 - Beginner

WORD

Bt Hi

ri cha

e FEH

dao tian

LT8R LT

shan ding

NG R

san nd

AR/ /076

jia you

BR BR

yong qi

MEANING

sunrise

rice paddy; rice field

the top of a mountain; the

summit

granddaughter

cheer someone on; "you
can do it!" (literally: add
fuel)

courage; bravery

HSK 3-4 : Lower Intermediate

WORD

£ S

jin zhéang

Bz 1845

Xidng xiang

MEANING

nervous; anxious

greenhouse

to imagine

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

BRTARLERRE,

wd men ké yi qu shan shang kan ri cha.
We can watch the sunrise from the mountain.

MNTEEE T .
rén xing dao bian chéng le dao tian.
Sidewalks turned into rice paddies.

FeAPi AN T WITH,
wo men zhdng yu dao le shan ding.
We finally reached the top.

MREFBRE !
"ni de san ndi!
"Your granddaughter!"

Thnid ! RRIBIE.,
ljia yéu! ) da jia hdn dao.
"Jia you!" everyone shouted.

Already in the English original — one of those Chinese
phrases with no real English equivalent.

REEIEHERME , EEZEKETBER.
da jia déu zai dui wo wéi xiao, zhé rang wo ydu le ydng qi.
Everyone was smiling at me, and it made me brave.

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

FIRER , ERITHEIELT.
wo hén jin zhang, dan féi xing qi shi hai hdo.
| was nervous, but the flight wasn't bad.

B R GIRE—IR 2 A PR ARTE.,
weén qi lai xiang wén shi—hai shi you yan wéi de na zhdng.
It smells like a greenhouse — a smoky one.

BAE G NRFIR AT

wo shi zhe xidng xiang nai nai xido shi hou de yang zi.



AR /R

tan fan
BB 15

i

xiang pi jin

HSK 5 - Intermediate

WORD
WEEER
zhang lang

iRk / K ok

XT shuai

A0/ e

tang lang

LV b

chu jido

BRIR P/ G
49

zhi zht wéng

WL 175
Eé

ha la quan

street vendor; someone
who sells things from a
cart or stall

rubber band

moss

to miss (a person or place)

MEANING

cockroach

cricket (the insect)

praying mantis

antennae; feelers (of an

insect)

spiderweb

hula hoop

HSK 6 - Upper Intermediate

| tried to imagine Nainai as a little girl.

Taiwan uses X81%& (xidng xiang); Mainland Chinese often
uses A8% (xidng xiang) — same pronunciation, different
character.

RIS T HESE,

tan fan men tui cha le tui ché.
Vendors pushed out their carts.

FEAR B — B — 18 &5 ko R ABkAT..
ba xiang pi jin yi gé yi gé chuan qi lai zuo tido shéng.
Stringing rubber bands together to make a jump rope.

—BRTHEBRAME.
yiduan zhdng le qing tai de shi jié.
Some mossy stone steps.

AR BARTELARERILMFEK ?
ta ydu méi ySu xidng nian zhé xié lii sé de shan hé yi shui?
Did she miss the green mountains and the rain?

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

MR 1 FRY T K.
"zhang lang!; wa jiao le cha .
"A cockroach!" | squeaked.

Pk,
X7 shuai.
"A cricket."

—EE IR LR KBS,
yi zhi ting zai shu zhi shang de da tang lang.
A giant praying mantis on a branch.

RS TERIAO T O, AT E.
Xi shuai ting zai ta de shou xin, chu jido qing qing yao zhe.
The cricket sat in her palm, antennas waving.

RIS 2 P35 R 7K AR A
lidng ké shu zh jian gua zhe It shui de zhi zha wéng.
A dewy spiderweb between two trees.

Wi E e — (AR EEAR K.
ndi nai na qi yi gé ha la quan di géi wo.
Nainai picked up a hula hoop and handed it to me.



WORD

EEXE =
BRE

gao Iéu da sha

p kel
guang mang

HSK 7-9 - Advanced

WORD

FhET R £
S

pa mian ér lai
— = —
BR—x

yIma yi yang

MEANING

skyscrapers; tall buildings

a gleam; a sparkle; a glow
of light

MEANING

to hit you in the face; to
rush at you all at once
(used for smells, heat,
wind)

exactly the same; identical

Beyond HSK - Cultural & Taiwan-Specific

WORD

LIRE I URE

ndi nai

s
®

ji chéng ché

ATAE

SRR TR/ D
=

jido ta ché

% =

jiché

K3} KT

MEANING

paternal grandmother
(warm, informal — like
"Grandma" or "Nana")

taxi (Taiwan word;
Mainland Chinese says H
FHEE cha zd che)

bicycle (Taiwan word;
Mainland Chinese says B
1T zi xing che)

scooter; motorcycle
(Taiwan word; very
common on Taiwan
streets)

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

SEREER T ZENETF.
gao léu da sha bian chéng le Iao jiu de fang zi.
Skyscrapers turned into old houses.

AR IPEE — AR,
wo men yan shén Il ydu yi yang de guang mang.
We both have the same sparkle in our gaze.

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

AL TRE BT RAEE M.,
ré hong hong, shi da da de kong qi jit pa mian ér Iai.
Hot, wet air hit my face.

MREIRFE—1E—HR.
"'ni gén wo yi ma yi yang. |
"You're just like me."

EXAMPLE FROM THE STORY

TnER , RRARNSHEUSECIEEMNM,

ndi nai shud, shi yin wei wo de shén i yi wéi zi ji hai zai jia
zhoéu.

Nainai says it's because my body thinks it's still in
California.

Compare with 2% (p6 po) from | Dream of Popo — #34)1 is
paternal grandmother, %2 js typically paternal grandmother
too but used more broadly as a warm nickname.

— TR G REN — I T,
yiliang ji chéng ché jit xiang bian mé sha yi yang ting xia lai.
A taxi stopped like magic.

ATAEE R AR,
Jji chéng ché shi yong jido ta ché la de.
The taxis were pulled by bicycles.

MRS SIERE. HEFRU\E,
si zhéu shi géo Iéu da sha, ji ché hé la ba shéng.
Around us were skyscrapers, scooters, and honking cars.

Taiwan has one of the highest scooter densities in the world
— #EE is a word you hear constantly there.

MMEEET —RKIE,



mi jiang

BF B

bao zi

SRIRE  HIK
AN

=
dan zha tai
RE EE
féng Ii

rice milk; a sweet, warm
drink made from ground
rice, common at Taiwan
breakfast stalls

steamed bun with filling
(meat, vegetables, or
sweet paste inside)

pinball machine (a classic
feature of old Taiwan street
food stalls)

pineapple (Taiwan word;
Mainland Chinese says &
ZE bo lud)

nai nai bang wo mdi le yi dai mi jiang.
Nainai bought me a bag of rice milk.

RELeREa FRERET.
wo yi jing ba zhéng gé bao zi sai jin zui Ii le.
I'd stuffed an entire bao into my mouth.

EBGNBIRAERE.
mai xiang chang de tan fan you dan zha tai.
The sausage vendors had pinball machines.

BH IR FIKEED.

dao dui mian de tan zi mai bing féng Ii xin.

Buy frozen pineapple cores across the street.

[B\ZY literally means "phoenix pear.” The Taiwan pineapple

cake (BZLFR) is one of the most famous souvenirs from
Taiwan.
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